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April 15, 2021

Dear Parents and Guardians of 3-8th Grade Students:

If you are not aware, New York State Education Department and the United States Department of
Education have been in discussions as to whether New York State will be required to take the 3-8th
Grade Assessments for English Language Arts and Mathematics. It has been determined that while
the assessments will be required, they will be scored and look very different.  Historically,
assessments count as part of the district’s school report card, hence seen as a high impact.  This year’s
assessment will not count other than to meet the Federal requirement under Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA). The best news is the test is reduced from two full days to one part day.  In other words,
rather than two sessions, there will be one, and even that one session will be shorter.

We do encourage all children in grades 3-8th to participate in this year’s assessments in both English
Language Arts and Mathematics.  We ask you to please consider this for the following reasons:

First, as described above, the assessment is no longer high impact, hence far less stressful for
students. Second, our children have not been assessed in two years, and the data gathered will assist
us in analyzing how our students are doing in relations to the NYS standards. Third, these
assessments are here to stay.  It is best to get our students used to taking these tests while they are
shorter and low impact, rather than next year, when they return to the high impact tests they have
been. Fourth, when it comes to state assessments we have historically struggled with low participation
rates.  If we can have a strong participation rate, it will provide data to NYS reflecting an
improvement in the percent of students taking the assessments. The schedule is as follows:

English Language Arts- Wednesday, April 21st
Grade 3-4 morning
Grade 7-8 afternoon

English Language Arts- Thursday, April 22nd
Grade 5-6 morning

Math- Tuesday, May 11th
Grade 3-4- morning
Grade 7-8- afternoon

Math- Wednesday, May 12th
Grade 5-6- morning

Thank you in advance for your continued support.

Mrs. Christian Fisher, Superintendent of Schools
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